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Editorial Note
When my predecessor wrote a similar note to this six years ago, he described Asian Studies
Review (ASR) as a “professionally run, international journal”, which has a “reputation as
a signiﬁcant force in the new disciplines that are generally grouped under the umbrella of
Cultural Studies”, as well as “language studies, studies of history and society, by the
traditional social sciences” (Barr, 2013, p. 1). Reviewing a list of the journal’s most-
downloaded articles indicates that Michael Barr, who served as Editor-in-Chief from
2013 to 2018, was correct in his assessment. Topics covered by the most-viewed articles
include democracy, memory politics, intercultural relations, the aesthetics of imagination,
charismatic leadership, and foreign policymaking (Asian Studies Review, 2018).
Michael also signalled his vision for what the journal should aim to become.
“Journals now have commercial publishers, downloads, rankings, Impact Factors”. It
was, he argued, essential for “any Asian Studies journal worth its salt” to “look beyond
its own national borders for contributions, referees and readers. To be credible, it needs
to have standing in Asia – the object of its study – and preferably in the US and the
UK” (Barr, 2013, p. 1). The reports produced by the journal’s publisher, Taylor &
Francis (T&F), indicate that ASR has indeed achieved “credibility”. It has an impact
factor (0.576 in 2017) that is trending upwards, and the journal has been included in
a number of prestigious “lists” prepared by the great and the good of various disciplines
(such as Cultural Studies, Area Studies, and Political Science). ASR’s downloads and
readership are increasing, and so are submissions to the journal. Most pleasingly, the
data from T&F suggests that the Asia–Paciﬁc region (which does not include Australia
and New Zealand) has emerged as the main source of the journal’s submissions and
readership. The single largest source of both submissions and topics is China.
As the regional editor for Korea from 2014 until 2017, I gained some insights into
how Michael ran the journal. He has overseen the changes documented above, and has
made ASR an increasingly inﬂuential journal in Asian Studies. I am thankful that he has
agreed to stay on as Associate Editor for a time to be determined. I see my role as
building on and improving the systems that Michael has designed, and presenting the
journal as an optimal outlet for new knowledge about Asian societies. Above all, the
journal should be relevant to its readers, who are scattered far and wide, both within
academia and outside of it. With a diminishing share of Asia-related research being
conducted by scholars who work in departments with Asian Studies or similar terms in
their titles, it’s possible to redeﬁne the boundaries of the ﬁeld. The most exciting
developments on a range of topics – multiculturalism, economic development, demo-
cratisation, diasporas, identity in its various forms and understandings, class, gender
and sexuality, generational divides, foreign policy and worldviews, institutional design,
state–society relations, religious and other social divides – are occurring in one or more
Asian societies. These issues can and should be studied from a range of perspectives,
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and informed by whichever methods and data sources are able to produce new and
valuable insights. The journal should continue to publish and promote research whose
ﬁndings and signiﬁcance will be appreciated by a wide-ranging regional audience, and
also scholars who identify with one or more speciﬁc disciplines.
As the journal’s new Editor-in-Chief, I am fortunate to work with a group of experts
from across the broad expanse of Asian Studies. I encourage proposals for individual
submissions and collections on newly emerging issues that are relevant to the region
broadly, as well as those that provide new perspectives on the older problems that have
long fascinated scholars of the region. We also welcome new ways of addressing these
issues and problems, such as symposia, critical dialogues and review essays, rather than
conventional research articles. Both Asia as a region, and Asian Studies as a ﬁeld, can
boast of a rich past, but must also look to the future. As Arif Dirlik (1991) reminded us
almost three decades ago, there is much to learn from the past. “Memories of the past
have an autonomy of their own” (Dirlik, 1991, p. 30), and we should take what we can
from previous studies while seeking to redeﬁne the ﬁeld of Asian Studies so that it
reﬂects emerging issues.
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